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CONTACT

rfc@vnf.com

202.298.1987

PRACTICES

Oil, Gas, & LNG

EDUCATION

DePaul University College of Law

Brown University

BAR AND COURT ADMISSIONS

District of Columbia Bar

U.S. Supreme Court

U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth 

Circuit

U.S. District Court for the District 

of Columbia

Professional Background
Robert (Bob) Christin advises clients on all issues related to Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

(FERC) jurisdiction over the natural gas industry, including matters under the Natural Gas Act, Natural Gas 

Policy Act, National Environmental Policy Act, and other relevant statutes. He currently is working with 

pipeline companies to build several new projects, and advising clients on jurisdictional issues involving 

pipeline gathering systems and regulations for building and expanding natural gas storage facilities.

Bob’s 27 years of service at the FERC provide him with a depth and breadth of knowledge that support all 

components of natural gas pipeline construction projects, including applying for FERC certificates, 

presenting projects and exhibits to FERC staff in pre-filing mode, and applying new procedures and 

regulations to pipelines and gas storage facilities according to the Energy Policy Act of 2005, Natural Gas 

Act and Natural Gas Policy Act.

Representative Experience
 Provided legal counsel and prepared application to the FERC that resulted in authorization to abandon 

400+ miles of interstate gas pipeline for conversion to oil transportation. 

 Prepared application to the FERC for a natural gas pipeline to transfer (abandon) several hundred miles 

of underutilized pipeline system to state regulation.

 Provided legal memoranda and counseling to support construction of interstate pipeline lateral and 

compression under self-implementing authorization of section 311 of the Natural Gas Policy Act 

instead of under certificate process of the Natural Gas Act.

 Performed review of interstate gas pipeline company’s internal procedures to verify compliance with 

FERC regulatory requirements.

 Principal author of Considering the Public Convenience and Necessity in Pipeline Certificate Cases 
under the Natural Gas Act, Vol. 38, Energy Law Journal (2017).  

 Teaches annual class at the Center for Pipeline Utilities on the pipeline certification process under the 

Natural Gas Act and regulation under section 311 of the Natural Gas Policy Act.

Government Service
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission

Assistant General Counsel for Energy Projects, 2000-2004

Assistant General Counsel for Pipeline Certificates, 1984-2000

Deputy Assistant General Counsel for Pipeline Certificates, 1982-1984

Advisory Attorney, Pipeline Certificates Section of the Office of the General Counsel, 1977-1984

U.S. Postal Regulatory Commission

Staff Attorney, 1975-1977

Articles and Presentations
 Considering the Public Convenience and Necessity in Pipeline Certificate Cases Under the Natural Gas 

Act, Energy Law Journal, Vol. 38 Issue 1, 05/01/2017

 The Basics of FERC Ratemaking for Interstate Pipelines, New Mexico State University, Albuquerque NM, 
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10/10/2016

 The Basics of Natural Gas Pipeline Ratemaking Course, New Mexico State University - Center for Public 

Utilities, Albuquerque NM, 10/11/2015

 AGA FERC Manual: A Guide for Local Distribution Companies (2015-2016), Contributing Author 

American Gas Association, 2015-2016 Edition, 06/01/2015

 The Basics of Natural Gas Pipeline Ratemaking Course, New Mexico State University - Center for Public 

Utilities, Albuquerque NM, 10/12/2014

 AGA FERC Manual: A Guide for Local Distribution Companies (2013), Contributing Author 

American Gas Association, 2013 Edition, 06/01/2013

Alerts
 FERC Issues Long-awaited Remand Order Responding to Delaware Riverkeeper v. FERC, 11/20/2015

 FERC Issues Final Rule Clarifying Work Space Requirements for Section 2.55(a) Auxiliary Installations, 

11/26/2013


