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Professional Background

With more than two decades of experience at the intersection of law, public policy, and economic
development, Kea Sherman serves as Senior Counsel, advising institutional clients on federal policy,
government relations, economic development, and strategic initiatives before Congress and federal
agencies. Known for her bipartisan approach and strategic insight, Kea helps clients secure federal
funding, advance complex policy priorities, and navigate government processes across the energy and
natural resources, defense, health sciences, infrastructure, and maritime sectors. Her work also includes
helping universities and research institutions build strategic partnerships with industry, identify
collaborative research opportunities, and position projects for federal support, particularly in the defense
and aerospace sectors.

Kea rejoins Van Ness Feldman after serving as Vice President of Customer Service and Economic
Development at Entergy New Orleans, where she oversaw the company’s integrated customer
experience, market-growth agenda, and strategic economic development initiatives. She worked closely
with NASA, city and state officials, and other stakeholders to elevate economic development opportunities
and advocate for federal infrastructure funding in New Orleans.

Earlier in her career, Kea developed extensive experience in public affairs, government relations, and
litigation. She has served as general counsel to Louisiana companies and as a civil litigation attorney,
providing her with a unique perspective that combines legal strategy, business objectives, and public
policy. She also has extensive experience working with government and political organizations, including
founding two statewide organizations focused on increasing female representation in Louisiana
government. In 2019, she ran a competitive campaign for the Louisiana House of Representatives,
advancing to a runoff election and building a broad coalition of support.

Kea has held numerous leadership positions in state and local government. She was appointed by the
New Orleans City Council to serve on the Industrial Development Board, where she was elected Vice
President and advanced initiatives supporting job creation and economic growth. In 2017, Governor John
Bel Edwards appointed her to the Louisiana Environmental Education Commission. Most recently, she
served as a Policy Committee Member on Mayor-elect Helena Moreno’s transition team through New
Direction New Orleans, contributing to public safety policy recommendations and strategic planning for
the incoming administration.

Kea remains active in civic and nonprofit leadership. She is Past President of the Clover (formerly
Kingsley House) Board of Directors, where she championed increased access to early childhood
education and strengthened services for working families.

Representative Experience

* Developed and executed a strategy that successfully reversed FEMA’s denial of a $13.3 million Public
Assistance claim on behalf of a Louisiana parish.

® Successfully advocated for parish’s inclusion in the Delta Regional Authority’s service region,
expanding access to federal economic development resources.

* | ed federal advocacy efforts resulting in $25.629 million in FY2026 Congressionally Directed Spending
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appropriations for client priorities.
* Advocated for $57 million in FY2027 Defense Appropriations for client priorities. [Pending.]

* Helped develop and advance defense and aerospace research initiatives for Louisiana higher-education
institutions, connecting university researchers with defense contractors and other industry partners to
identify areas of complementary expertise and develop potential research collaborations. Her work
included facilitating university-industry engagement, helping translate promising concepts into defined
projects and white papers, developing federal appropriations strategies and programmatic requests,
and supporting congressional outreach. She also helped shape the concept for the Louisiana Defense
Research Consortium, a statewide effort bringing together universities and defense-industry
participants to expand Louisiana’s defense research capabilities, and helped develop a university
space-research initiative with an industry partner for consideration in federal defense legislation.

Government Service
City of New Orleans Industrial Development Board
Vice President, 2020-2023

Louisiana Environmental Education Commission
Commissioner

New Direction New Orleans
Policy Committee Member, Mayor-elect Helena Moreno's Transition Team

Awards and Honors

* Super Lawyers, Top Rated Civil Litigation Attorney, 2020-2026
* Kingsley House Stern Award, 2021

® Super Lawyers Rising Star, 2014-2016



