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Our team regularly represents client interests before the U.S. Supreme Court, the U.S. Courts of Appeals, 

federal district courts, state courts and administrative agencies, as well as negotiating multi-party 

settlements involving state and federal agencies and nongovernmental organizations. In all 

representations, our team utilizes a multidisciplinary approach, providing clients a depth of subject matter 

and industry insight combined with wide-ranging litigation experience.

The firm has served as lead counsel in numerous complex and contentious proceedings in the courts, as 

well as before federal agencies. Our recent experience includes internal investigations, energy rate 

proceedings, corporate applications, complaints, audits, government investigations, rulemakings, and 

settlement negotiations—spanning a wide variety of issues of concern to owners, operators, developers, 

and investors.

We are proud to have been nationally recognized by the Legal 500 and U.S. News/Best Law Firms for our 

litigation efforts in the energy, environment and natural resources arenas.

TRIAL LITIGATION
The firm is highly regarded for approaching litigation by partnering with clients to attain cost-effective 

results.  As seasoned courtroom veterans well-versed in effective trial and pre-trial strategies, Van Ness 

Feldman attorneys are positioned to assist clients in asserting or defending claims to achieve successful 

outcomes while managing costs, minimizing liability, and reducing fines, penalties, and damages.  

Litigation is often part of a larger legal landscape encompassing not only ongoing relationships with 

jurisdictions and governing agencies, but the communities in which clients conduct business. 

Maintenance of these important relationships is an integral part of Van Ness Feldman’s litigation strategy.

With a unique and intentional focus on the firm’s core areas of competency, Van Ness Feldman’s 

litigation team assists clients in achieving goals in and out of the courtroom, offering a balance of 

confidence and caution, aggressiveness and pragmatism, creativity and rationality. Clients, including 

utilities, energy developers, private and commercial property owners, public agencies, government 

entities, and individuals, count on the firm’s counsel to guide them through the maze of high-stakes, 

high-pressure litigation.

ADMINISTRATIVE & HEARING BOARDS
We routinely represent clients in administrative proceedings, including before Hearing Examiners, City 

and County Councils, Environmental Hearings Boards, Growth Management Hearings Boards, federal 

agency boards and in related appeals to both state and federal court.

Our team understands the procedural requirements and substantive standards necessary to prevail in 

these settings. Our attorneys and land use planners approach permitting with an eye towards making a 

strong substantive record in the event of appeal and we pride ourselves on finding creative and 

persuasive arguments. Focused experience includes:

State, local, and federal Government Administrative/Hearing Examiner hearings & appeals
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State Administrative Procedure Act

Pollution Control Hearings Board

Shorelines Hearings Board

State Growth Management Hearings Board

Washington Land Use Petition Act (LUPA) appeals

Federal Administrative appeals (e.g., Surface Transportation Board, Environmental Protection Agency, 

and U.S., Army Corps of Engineers)

Other land use appeals, including writ actions, declaratory judgments and injunctive relief

APPELLATE
Our appellate practice is dedicated to defending and shaping the legal framework that governs the 

development and regulation of energy and natural resources, infrastructure, and land use—combining 

deep industry knowledge with sophisticated appellate advocacy. We represent clients in state and federal 

appellate courts, as well as before administrative review bodies, in high-stakes disputes involving project 

siting and permitting, water and public lands, mining and forestry, environmental compliance, Indian law, 

and related regulatory issues.

We bring a comprehensive understanding of the complex statutory and regulatory regimes that shape 

project development, environmental compliance, and land and water management—including the Clean 

Water Act, Clean Air Act, National Environmental Policy Act, Endangered Species Act, the Natural Gas 

Act, and various state environmental statutes and regulatory schemes. Our team translates technical and 

often science-driven records into clear, persuasive legal arguments that resonate with appellate judges.

Our lawyers excel at every stage of the appellate process—from preserving issues at trial and crafting 

dispositive motions, to developing compelling briefs and delivering focused oral argument. We routinely 

handle challenges to agency rulemakings, permitting decisions, and enforcement actions, as well as 

constitutional and administrative law questions such as standing, preemption, and the scope of agency 

authority.

What sets our practice apart is our ability to integrate legal strategy with industry insight. We work closely 

with clients, technical experts, and trial counsel to distill complex factual records into narratives that 

highlight both legal error and real-world impact. Whether defending a permit essential to infrastructure 

development or challenging regulatory overreach, we position our clients to achieve durable, precedent-

setting outcomes.

With a track record of success in appellate courts nationwide, our appellate team delivers strategic 

advocacy that not only resolves individual disputes but also shapes the legal landscape for future energy 

and natural resources development, infrastructure investment, and land use and environmental 

policymaking.

INVESTIGATIONS
Van Ness Feldman’s investigations team is made up of attorneys with extensive knowledge of complex 

federal and state regulatory schemes and includes former regulators and government attorneys.  We 

handle investigations of all kinds, including internal, government agency, Congressional, regulatory 

compliance audits, and asset recovery exercises.  Our team also assists and helps clients prepare for 

potential cyber-threats.  We tailor individual teams to the needs of our clients, offering the highest quality 

services and efficient data management. 

Delivering prompt, thorough conclusions and recommendations in these types of matters requires 
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experience in multifaceted, high-stakes cases, deep knowledge of relevant industries and technologies, 

and a keen understanding of how government regulators, enforcement agencies, investigators, and 

auditors will evaluate evidence and approach charging decisions and, if applicable, settlement 

discussions. 

Our team has been built to offer a combination of industry and regulatory expertise with litigators deeply 

versed in the complexities, nuances, and challenges of internal investigations aimed at advising 

companies facing serious enforcement and litigation risks.  Internal investigations involving significant 

compliance problems often demand that the team be equipped with an ability to organize and execute a 

comprehensive inquiry intended to mirror a government investigation, while at the same time formulating 

and pursuing strategies that align with the company’s long-term best interests.  After conducting internal 

investigations in a wide variety of industries, both within and outside of our core practice areas, our team 

offers the combination of experience necessary to evaluate and mitigate risks to the company.   

Government investigations pose similar challenges.  Without guidance from experienced counsel, 

government investigations can dramatically impact a company’s reputation, lead to an escalated risk of 

additional investigations and civil lawsuits, and undermine investor confidence.  Van Ness Feldman’s 

investigations team is experienced in advising companies on how to respond to a government inquiry or 

subpoena, preparing witnesses for testimony, negotiating and communicating with an investigating 

committee, and managing the myriad strategic considerations that may come into play.  In particular, our 

team can anticipate and manage the blend of legal, political, policy, and reputational issues that may be 

implicated by the company’s response to an investigation.
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