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Electric Reliability Update 
 
AUGUST 26, 2016 

FERC 
FERC Accepts NERC Supplemental Budget True-Up Filing - 
August 19 - FERC issued a letter order accepting NERC's revised 
filing comparing actual costs to budgeted costs for NERC and the 
Regional Entities for 2015.   

FERC Approves Retirement of NPCC Disturbance Monitoring 
Reliability Standard - August 16 - FERC issued a letter 
order approving the joint petition of NERC and the Northeast 
Power Coordination Council, Inc. (NPCC) for the retirement of 
NPCC Regional Reliability Standard PRC-002-NPCC-01 
(Disturbance Monitoring), as well as two related NPCC regional 
definitions for Current Zero Time and Generating Plant.  NERC and 
NPCC state that the primary purpose for PRC-002-NPCC-01 is fully 
addressed in continent-wide Reliability Standard PRC-002-2 
(Disturbance Monitoring and Reporting Requirements) and, along 
with the definitions, are now redundant and unnecessary for 
reliability.   

NERC 
NERC Submits 2017 Business Plan and Budget Filing - August 23 
- NERC submitted to FERC a request for acceptance of the NERC 
2017 Business Plan and Budget as well as the proposed Business 
Plan and Budgets for the eight Regional Entities, the proposed 
budget for the Western Interconnection Regional Advisory Body, and NERC's proposed assessments to 
the load-serving entities to fund the 2017 budgets.  NERC requests that FERC issue an order of 
acceptance by November 2, 2016. 

NERC Submits Comments on CEII Protections and FAST Act Implementation - August 19 - NERC 
provided comments to a FERC notice proposing to adopt regulations to implement the Fixing America’s 
Surface Transportation Act (FAST Act) to protect against the disclosure of critical electric infrastructure 
information.  In its comments, NERC stated that expanding the scope of Critical Electric Infrastructure 
Information (CEII) protections would "materially improve security" of the bulk power system, while 
providing further revisions to FERC regulations that would provide a framework to review requests for 
access to CEII.  

NERC Submits Petition to Approve Communications Reliability Standard - August 15 - 
NERC submitted a petition to approve proposed Reliability Standard COM-001-3, which reflects revisions 
developed under Project 2015-07 Internal Communications Capabilities.  The revisions address concerns 
regarding ensuring the adequacy of internal communications capability when internal communications 
could affect the operation of the BPS.  NERC also requested the retirement of Reliability Standard COM-
001-2.1 prior to the new standard becoming effective.   

NERC Submits Petition for Approval of Rules of Procedure - August 15 - NERC submitted to FERC 
a request for approval of proposed revisions to the NERC Rules of Procedure.  The revisions incorporate 
the definitions of Frequency Response Sharing Group and Regulation Reserve Sharing Group consistent 
with how they are defined in the Glossary of Terms Used in NERC Reliability Standards.  NERC requests 
the proposed revisions be made effective by October 31, 2016. 

 

 Dates & Events 
September 2016 
 
1 NERC Webinar – 

Winter Preparation for 
Severe Cold Weather  

20-21 NERC Power Plant 
Model Verification and 
Testing Workshop – 
Atlanta, GA 

27 Effective date for Rule 
ordering new/modified 
Reliability Standards 
addressing supply 
chain risk management 
for industrial control 
system hardware, 
software, and 
computing and 
networking services  

27-28 Monitoring and 
Situational Awareness 
Technical Conference – 
Folsom, CA 

October 2016 
 
1 Enforcement date for 

CIP-004-6, FAC-003-4, 
and MOD-031-2 

5 Effective date for 
modified pro forma 
Small Generator 

 
 

 
 

NERC Balloting & 
Comment Deadlines 

September 2016 

6 Initial Ballots and Non-
binding Polls and Comments 
Due: Project 2016-02 – 
Modifications to CIP 
Standards – CIP-003-7, 
Implementation Plan, and 
Definition of LERC 

7 Comments Due: Functional 
Model Advisory Group 

8 Initial Ballots and Non-
binding Polls and Comments 
Due: Project 2015-08 – 
Emergency Operations – 
EOP-004-4 

12 Initial Ballots and Comments 
Due: Project 2015-INT-01 – 
Interpretation of CIP-002-5.1 
for Energy Sector Security 
Consortium (EnergySec) – 
CIP-002-5.1 

 

 

http://www.nerc.com/FilingsOrders/us/FERCOrdersRules/Letter_Order_2015_True-Up_20160819_RR16-4.pdf
http://www.nerc.com/FilingsOrders/us/FERCOrdersRules/Letter_Order_2015_True-Up_20160819_RR16-4.pdf
http://www.nerc.com/FilingsOrders/us/FERCOrdersRules/Letter%20Order%20Approving%20PRC-002-NPCC-01%20Retirement.pdf
http://www.nerc.com/FilingsOrders/us/FERCOrdersRules/Letter%20Order%20Approving%20PRC-002-NPCC-01%20Retirement.pdf
http://www.nerc.com/FilingsOrders/us/NERC%20Filings%20to%20FERC%20DL/NERC2017BPBFiling8-23-2016.pdf
http://www.nerc.com/FilingsOrders/us/NERC%20Filings%20to%20FERC%20DL/FASTAct_NOPR_Comments_RM16-15_08192016.pdf
http://www.nerc.com/FilingsOrders/us/NERC%20Filings%20to%20FERC%20DL/COM-001-3_Petition.pdf
http://www.nerc.com/FilingsOrders/us/NERC%20Filings%20to%20FERC%20DL/Final_Petition_ROP_Rev_RSG_08152016.pdf
https://cc.readytalk.com/registration/#/?meeting=oku5lyhh500c&campaign=tqvtzfhle5pr
http://www.nerc.com/comm/PC/Documents/2016%20PPMVT%20Workshop%20Announcement%20-%20DRAFT%202016-03-14.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2016/07/29/2016-17842/revised-critical-infrastructure-protection-reliability-standards
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/monitoring-and-situational-awareness-conference-september-2016-registration-26373597139
http://www.nerc.com/pa/Stand/Reliability%20Standards/CIP-004-6.pdf
http://www.nerc.com/pa/Stand/Reliability%20Standards/FAC-003-4.pdf
http://www.nerc.com/pa/Stand/Reliability%20Standards/MOD-031-2.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2016/08/01/2016-17843/requirements-for-frequency-and-voltage-ride-through-capability-of-small-generating-facilities
http://www.nerc.com/pa/Stand/Pages/Project%202016-02%20Modifications%20to%20CIP%20Standards.aspx
http://www.nerc.com/pa/Stand/Pages/Project%202016-02%20Modifications%20to%20CIP%20Standards.aspx
http://www.nerc.com/pa/Stand/Pages/Project%202016-02%20Modifications%20to%20CIP%20Standards.aspx
https://sbs.nerc.net/
http://www.nerc.com/pa/Stand/Pages/Project-2015-08-Emergency-Operations.aspx
http://www.nerc.com/pa/Stand/Pages/Project-2015-08-Emergency-Operations.aspx
http://www.nerc.com/pa/Stand/Pages/Project-2015-08-Emergency-Operations.aspx
http://www.nerc.com/pa/Stand/Pages/Project-2015-INT-01-Interpretation-of-CIP-002-5-1-for-EnergySec.aspx
http://www.nerc.com/pa/Stand/Pages/Project-2015-INT-01-Interpretation-of-CIP-002-5-1-for-EnergySec.aspx
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NERC Submits Budgetary Compliance Filing - August 15 - NERC submitted to FERC a compliance 
filing pursuant to a January 16, 2013 FERC Order approving a Settlement Agreement between the Office 
of Enforcement and NERC.  The compliance filing included an unaudited report of NERC’s budget-to-
actual variance information for the second quarter of 2016.  Through June 30, 2016 NERC reported to be 
$1.5 million under budget, but expects to be approximately on budget at year end. 

Other Developments 
Secretary Moniz Calls for Increased Investment in Emergency Response Capabilities - August 16 - At 
a field hearing before the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, Secretary of Energy 
Ernest Moniz discussed the need for increased investments in United States emergency response 
capabilities.  He also highlighted the importance of emergency preparedness in the event a future 
disaster occurs.  DOE also announced $34 million in funding for twelve projects to harden energy 
systems against external attacks.  That funding is subject to Congressional appropriations.  

About Us 
The Van Ness Feldman Electric Reliability Update is published by Malcolm McLellan, Van Smith, Gabe 
Tabak, Darsh Singh, Tyler Elliott, and Michael Weiner. Van Ness Feldman counsels, advises and trains a 
wide range of clients on reliability matters.  Please email us or call us at 206.829.1814 or 202.298.1800 for 
additional information. Click here to sign up for the Reliability Update. 

Follow us on Twitter @VNFELECTRIC. 

© 2016 Van Ness Feldman, LLP. All Rights Reserved. This document has been prepared by Van Ness Feldman for informational purposes only and is not a 
legal opinion, does not provide legal advice for any purpose, and neither creates nor constitutes evidence of an attorney-client relationship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Selected Regional  
Compliance / Training  

Events  
September 2016 

20-21 SPP Fall RE Workshop 

27-28 RFC Fall 2016 
Reliability Workshop 

27-28 SERC CIP Compliance 
Seminar 

29-30 RFC Fall 2016 CIPv5 
Workshop 

October 2016 

13 TRE Fall Standards & 
Compliance 
Workshop 

18-20 SERC Fall Compliance 
Seminar 

 
 

http://www.nerc.com/FilingsOrders/us/NERC%20Filings%20to%20FERC%20DL/Aug2016_ComplianceFiling-VarianceReport_FA11-21.pdf
http://www.nerc.com/FilingsOrders/us/NERC%20Filings%20to%20FERC%20DL/Aug2016_ComplianceFiling-VarianceReport_FA11-21.pdf
http://energy.gov/articles/energy-secretary-ernest-moniz-calls-increased-investment-enhance-us-energy-emergency
http://energy.gov/oe/downloads/award-selections-development-next-generation-cybersecurity-technologies-and-tools-fact
http://www.vnf.com/mmclellan
http://www.vnf.com/vsmith
http://www.vnf.com/gtabak
http://www.vnf.com/gtabak
http://www.vnf.com/dsingh
mailto:rte@vnf.com
http://www.vnf.com/mweiner
http://www.vnf.com/
mailto:aba@vnf.com?subject=Reliability%20Update
http://www.vnf.com/KnowledgeCenter.aspx?SignUp=True
https://www.spp.org/events/calendar/fall-spp-re-workshop/
https://www.rfirst.org/compliance/_layouts/eventForm.aspx?List=bab14cba-5264-48cb-8ebc-520c7948b351&ID=64&Web=64e62b8f-d8bd-4a18-b5b2-a749de63545c
https://www.rfirst.org/compliance/_layouts/eventForm.aspx?List=bab14cba-5264-48cb-8ebc-520c7948b351&ID=64&Web=64e62b8f-d8bd-4a18-b5b2-a749de63545c
http://www.serc1.org/outreach/events-calendar/event-details?id=dc667009-fe08-4f88-b71b-b51815d6d9d3
http://www.serc1.org/outreach/events-calendar/event-details?id=dc667009-fe08-4f88-b71b-b51815d6d9d3
https://www.rfirst.org/compliance/_layouts/eventForm.aspx?List=bab14cba-5264-48cb-8ebc-520c7948b351&ID=63&Web=64e62b8f-d8bd-4a18-b5b2-a749de63545c
https://www.rfirst.org/compliance/_layouts/eventForm.aspx?List=bab14cba-5264-48cb-8ebc-520c7948b351&ID=63&Web=64e62b8f-d8bd-4a18-b5b2-a749de63545c
http://www.texasre.org/Lists/Calendar/TREDispForm.aspx?List=a8f9ceeb-0f0f-4541-9498-0a9f2f47b1a2&ID=915&Source=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Etexasre%2Eorg%2FLists%2FCalendar%2Fcalendar%2Easpx%3FCalendarDate%3D10%252F25%252F2016
http://www.texasre.org/Lists/Calendar/TREDispForm.aspx?List=a8f9ceeb-0f0f-4541-9498-0a9f2f47b1a2&ID=915&Source=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Etexasre%2Eorg%2FLists%2FCalendar%2Fcalendar%2Easpx%3FCalendarDate%3D10%252F25%252F2016
http://www.texasre.org/Lists/Calendar/TREDispForm.aspx?List=a8f9ceeb-0f0f-4541-9498-0a9f2f47b1a2&ID=915&Source=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Etexasre%2Eorg%2FLists%2FCalendar%2Fcalendar%2Easpx%3FCalendarDate%3D10%252F25%252F2016
http://www.serc1.org/outreach/events-calendar/event-details?id=8f8d92ec-03c1-42d6-a9e9-e6e58bbfc090
http://www.serc1.org/outreach/events-calendar/event-details?id=8f8d92ec-03c1-42d6-a9e9-e6e58bbfc090
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